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The last Newsletter # 14 of January 2011 presented evaluative “word of mouth” feedback from participants in several 
country programs. Their assessment and comments help to convey the very positive and real impact the core PLAY 
SOCCER program has made on individuals and communities over the past 10 years. To date, 2011 has been a challenging 
year with severe financial constraints causing painful situations in many country programs — but at the same time there 
are many new and exciting developments that PSNI is pleased to report.  
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In June, Ohio University will welcome forty five volunteer instructors who were nominated 
by PLAY SOCCER Senegal, Ghana and South Africa to take part in this cultural and 
educational exchange. The trip is sponsored as a part of the grant, awarded by the US 

Department of State, Bureau of Cultural and Educational Affairs, to the Ohio University partnership with PLAY SOCCER 
Nonprofit International (PSNI). The grant covers all transport expenses for the volunteers as well as the training and activities 
they will engage in at the University to build their skills and credentials.  

The volunteer instructors, about 40% women, were selected in honor of their service and contribution to their country programs. 
During their stay on the Ohio campus, the volunteer instructors will complete a special coaching course, adapted from the US 
Youth Soccer National Youth License. In addition, Dr. David Carr, an Ohio professor and 2009 US Youth Soccer Coach of the 
Year, will teach basic concepts that help to build the foundation for “Coaching the Whole Child,” the new program that is in 
development at the Ghana Football for Hope Centre. The volunteer instructors will participate in various health education courses 
taught by academic staff at the University’s African Health Development Program to help the focus and integration of health 
messages and skills into educational activities, and the volunteers will also teach a core program session at the PLAY SOCCER 
Appalachia program site to show their skills. Beyond the educational aspects of the trip, they will have social opportunities to 
broaden friendships with students enrolled in the Ohio coaching program, attend cultural events on campus and a Major League 
Soccer game in Columbus, and will enjoy the gear that NIKE has contributed for each of them. Once the volunteers are “home,” 
they will share their new skills and knowledge with their colleagues to benefit the program and their communities. Not only is the 
trip a first time experience in the USA, it is also the first time that volunteer instructors from three different PLAY SOCCER 
programs in Africa will be together to further Network linkages and cultural and educational exchange. 

PSNI and Ohio University will post photos and reports on their websites after the visit which takes place from June 16 to 28th. 
Please access the websites to share the excitement and experience!  
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1)04(#"%()-.*)%'2%)9()"")-()!"PSNI proudly announces its partnership with the Santa Monica Sports Medicine 
Foundation, a FIFA Medical Centre of Excellence, located in California at the Santa Monica Orthopedic and Sports Medicine 
Group. The partnership proposes to initiate a program to protect and improve the global health and wellbeing of players of all 
ages and their communities. The program will improve and build on the existing PSNI curriculum and program plan —
specifically targeting young girls and boys in underserved communities — with an updated comprehensive approach to health and 
social development, expanding sport science and practical educational applications inclusive of the FIFA Medical Assessment 
and Research Centre (F-Marc) research knowledge base for the prevention of injuries, emergency and first aid treatment. The 
partnership will embody FIFA’s aims and objectives for recreational soccer, improving public health through education, 
preventive programs and activities that incorporate applied scientific standards and assessments of risk and impact, and also hopes 
to work with the F-Marc “11 for Health” African educational platform, and “Lets Move”, the health and wellbeing initiative of 
First Lady Michelle Obama in the USA. 

The partnership plans to raise funds for its new program to begin activities in Africa, on the east and west coasts of the USA, and 
in Ohio where PSNI has opened its first USA program, PLAY SOCCER Appalachia. 

Dr. Bert Mandelbaum, the Director of the Santa Monica FIFA Medical Centre of Excellence, is an experienced, board certified 
orthopaedic surgeon who, in addition to all other aspects of sports medicine, is recognized as one of the top knee injury specialists 
in the United States. Dr. Mandelbaum is heavily involved in medical research, with current involvement, among others, in a five-
year study on ACL Injury and Prevention which has been supported with a grant from the National Institutes of Health, and in 
many leadership positions in the Los Angeles community. He has served on numerous sports teams and federations as team 
physician including for the U.S. World Cup teams, and as chief medical officer during the 1999 Women's World Cup . He is 
currently a medical director of Major League Soccer. 

The FIFA Medical Centres of Excellence are a select group of institutions around the world (refer to FIFA website for full 
information) dedicated to the improvement of the physical and mental health and wellbeing of the football player and the 
promotion of injury prevention. They serve as official FIFA- accredited referral centres for football players, as a local liaison with 
FIFA and F-Marc, conduct independent and collaborative research studies and provide educational activities for communities 
within the framework of the different FIFA and F-Marc educational programmes. 
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announce an exciting new collaboration agreement between the two organizations. For the past 
three years, we have jointly strengthened program activities, volunteer coaches and staff through 
successful projects in Africa. Both organizations see the opportunity to build further synergies 
that could add additional value to program offerings and will collaborate to identify opportunities 
for grants and other forms of support to further mutual objectives and goals in their programs. 

CAC shares many of the same values and curriculum concepts that PSNI uses to teach health, well being and social life skills 
through activity based education. The CAC WISER” model for monitoring and evaluation and the interaction of CAC coaches 
with the staff in national PLAY SOCCER organizations provide a chance for cultural and educational exchange as well as 
training and assessment. The collaboration model between CAC and PSNI means both organizations will maximize the impact of 
their programs and efficiently coordinate the use of their resources to reach children and youth in under-served communities, 
supporting local efforts for development. 

PSNI is pleased to announce that CAC will return to work with PLAY SOCCER Malawi and Zambia in the summer and fall of 
2011. Plans are under consideration for visits to PLAY SOCCER South Africa and Ghana and will be announced as they evolve.  
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 SENEGAL           
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ZAMBIA           
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PSNI has completed its 2010 external audit/financial report and a compilation of the Network’s income and expenditures by 
country for the year. Anyone interested to see these reports should contact us at info@playsoccer-nonprofit.org. PSNI is in the 
process of updating its website and assessing if it is possible to include these documents on it for public access. We are also 
exploring the possibility of a Google site that would facilitate access to public documents and communication. 

The 10 year history of contributions of the Network is presented at the end of the Newsletter. The major factor in the significant 
decline in income is the reduction of FIFA Football for Hope funding which has been the largest single donor to the Network. In 
2011, funding from Football for Hope to all organizations has been on hold and to date, no funds have been received in 2011. 
PSNI continues to try to diversity its financial support, to find new funding sources and modalities to generate income, and to 
support and encourage the Network organizations to develop their own capacity to finance the PLAY SOCCER program, 
consistent with the longstanding PSNI efforts to prevent dependency, encourage local ownership and sustainability. 
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PSNI will be providing the 2011 Invitation and instruction for this year’s Games on its website in late June. 

 
The next Newsletter will be prepared in late summer 2011. Please send any questions and inquiries to 
info@playsoccer-nonprofit.org. 
 
For further information about the PLAY SOCCER Network please contact PLAY SOCCER  
at info@playsoccer-nonprofit.org or visit the website www.playsoccer-nonprofit.org 
  
PLAY SOCCER, a Nonprofit Corporation 
PO Box 106 Princeton, New Jersey 08542-0106, USATEL: (609) 683-4941 or (609) 651-0854  


